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ABSTRACT

This study evaluates the effectiveness of the current curriculum for Christian Religious Studies
(CRS) in Nigerian tertiary institutions, focusing on its challenges and prospects. The research
employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative surveys of students and educators
with qualitative interviews to gain insights into the curriculum's relevance, content delivery, and
alignment with contemporary societal needs. Findings indicate that while the CRS curriculum
provides foundational knowledge of Christian teachings, it often falls short in addressing critical
contemporary issues such as interfaith dialogue, social justice, and ethical leadership. Challenges
identified include outdated content, insufficient pedagogical training for educators, and a lack of
resources for effective curriculum implementation. Despite these challenges, the study reveals
significant prospects for enhancing the curriculum through the integration of innovative teaching
methods, interdisciplinary approaches, and community engagement. Recommendations include
revising the curriculum to incorporate contemporary issues, enhancing professional development
for educators, and fostering collaboration between educational institutions and religious
organizations. This evaluation emphasizes the need for a responsive CRS curriculum that not only
educates students about Christian doctrines but also equips them with the skills to navigate and
contribute positively to a diverse and rapidly changing society.
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Introduction responsibility. The curriculum for CRS in

. .. . Nigerian terti instituti h d
Christian Religious Studies (CRS) plays a \gerian fertiaty ISHILHONS fas undergone

.. . . various transformations to adapt to the
significant role in the educational framework P

. ) o . changing educational landscape and societal
of Nigeria, particularly within tertiary i ;
e . o . needs. This evaluation seeks to assess the
institutions. As a subject, it aims to provide
students with an understanding of Christian
beliefs, practices, and ethics, while also

fostering moral values and social

effectiveness of the current CRS curriculum,
identifying the challenges it faces and the
prospects for improvement. It occupies a

257


https://mdrdji.org/

Multidisciplinary Research and Development Journal Int’l

https://mdrdji.org
Vol 6 Issue 1.- 2024

the educational
framework of Nigeria, particularly within

tertiary institutions. As a discipline, CRS is

significant  space in

designed not only to impart knowledge about
Christian beliefs, practices, and ethics but
also to cultivate moral values and social
responsibility among students. Given the
diverse religious and cultural landscape of
Nigeria, the CRS curriculum is pivotal in
shaping the moral and ethical framework of
future leaders. However, the effectiveness of
the current CRS curriculum has come under
the
comprehensive evaluation to identify its

scrutiny, prompting need for a

strengths, weaknesses, and

prospects for enhancement.

challenges,

The historical roots of CRS in Nigeria can be
traced back to missionary education during
the colonial era. Missionaries established
schools that integrated religious education
into their curricula, aiming to promote
Christianity and instill moral values in
students (Ogunyemi, 2016). After Nigeria
gained independence in 1960, there was a
growing recognition of the need for a more
structured approach to religious education.
The Nigerian government began to formalize
religious studies in the national curriculum,
culminating in the inclusion of CRS as a core

subject in  tertiary = education. This
development was further supported by the
National Policy on Education, which

emphasizes the importance of moral and
spiritual development alongside academic
pursuits (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2014).

The introduction of Christian Religious
Studies in Nigeria can be traced back to the
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colonial era when missionary schools
incorporated religious education into their
curricula. These early educational institutions
aimed to promote Christianity and provide
moral instruction to students. After Nigeria

gained independence in 1960, the need for a

more  comprehensive and  inclusive
educational system became apparent.
Consequently, the Nigerian government

began to recognize the importance of
the

establishment of CRS as a formal subject in

religious  education, leading to

the national curriculum.

Over the years, the curriculum for CRS has
evolved, reflecting the dynamic nature of
Nigerian society. The integration of CRS into
the educational system was further solidified
by the National Policy on Education, which
emphasizes the need for moral and spiritual
development alongside academic excellence
(Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2014). This
the
religious education in fostering a harmonious
and ethical society.

policy underscores significance of

Despite the foundational role of CRS in the
educational system, the curriculum has faced
that
effectiveness. One of the primary issues is the

numerous challenges impact its
inadequacy of resources. Many tertiary
struggle  with
insufficient funding, leading to a lack of

access to teaching materials, textbooks, and

institutions in  Nigeria

technological resources necessary for
effective instruction (Nwankwo, 2020). This
resource gap can hinder educators' ability to
deliver the curriculum effectively and limit
students' engagement with the subject matter.
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The current CRS curriculum in Nigerian
tertiary institutions is designed to provide
students with a comprehensive understanding
of Christian theology, ethics, and history. It
encompasses a range of topics, including
biblical studies, church history, Christian
The
curriculum aims to equip students with the

ethics, and comparative religion.
knowledge and skills necessary to engage
critically ~ with texts and

contemporary issues.

religious

Despite its well-structured framework, the
CRS curriculum faces several challenges that
impact its effectiveness. These challenges
include inadequate resources, insufficient
training for educators, and a lack of
alignment with contemporary societal issues.
Addressing these challenges is crucial for
enhancing the quality of CRS education in

Nigerian tertiary institutions.

In addition to resource constraints, the quality
of instruction in CRS is often compromised
by insufficient training for educators. Many
instructors lack the necessary professional
development opportunities to enhance their
teaching skills and stay wupdated on
contemporary theological discussions. As a
result, the pedagogical approaches employed
in the classroom may be outdated and fail to
engage students meaningfully (Adeleke,
2021). The effectiveness of any curriculum is
heavily reliant on the educators' ability to
deliver content in a way that resonates with
students, making this an area of significant
concern.

Moreover, the CRS curriculum often
struggles to address contemporary societal
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issues that are relevant to students' lives.
While the curriculum covers foundational
theological concepts, it may not sufficiently
explore pressing topics such as social justice,
environmental ethics, and interfaith relations.
This disconnect can lead students to perceive
CRS their
experiences, undermining their interest and

as irrelevant to real-life
engagement in the subject (Ojo, 2019). In a
rapidly changing world, it is crucial for the
CRS curriculum to adapt and respond to the

evolving needs of society.

The of
students in Nigerian tertiary institutions also

diverse religious backgrounds
present both opportunities and challenges for
the CRS curriculum. While this diversity can
enrich classroom discussions and promote
interfaith dialogue, it can also create tensions
if the curriculum is perceived as biased or
exclusive. Educators must navigate these
complexities to create an inclusive learning
that  respects  varying
perspectives while promoting Christian
values (Ibrahim, 2020).

environment

Given these challenges, there is a pressing
need for a thorough evaluation of the
effectiveness of the current CRS curriculum.
Such an evaluation should aim to identify not
only the shortcomings but also the strengths
of the curriculum. By understanding the
factors that contribute to its effectiveness,
stakeholders can develop strategies to
enhance the quality of CRS education in
Nigerian tertiary institutions.

The prospects for improving the CRS
curriculum are numerous and promising. A
comprehensive review of the curriculum,
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involving educators, students, and religious
leaders, can lead to a more dynamic and
relevant framework. This review should
focus on integrating contemporary issues,
promoting critical thinking, and fostering
interfaith dialogue. Additionally, investing in
development of CRS
for

the professional

educators is  crucial enhancing
instructional quality. Training programs that
equip teachers with modern pedagogical
updated

knowledge can significantly improve the

techniques  and theological

learning experience for students.

the of
inadequate resources is vital for improving

Furthermore, addressing issue
the CRS curriculum. Educational institutions
should prioritize the allocation of funds for
CRS education, ensuring access to up-to-date
teaching  materials and  technology.
Integrating technology into the curriculum
can enhance student engagement and provide
access to a wealth of information, making

CRS more accessible and relevant.

Incorporating community engagement and
service learning into the CRS curriculum can
also enhance its relevance and impact.
students to participate
community service projects allows them to
apply their
situations, reinforcing the ethical principles

Encouraging in

knowledge to real-world
taught in CRS. This experiential learning
approach fosters a sense of social
responsibility and prepares students for

active citizenship.

Finally, promoting interfaith dialogue within
the CRS curriculum can create a more
learning By

inclusive environment.
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encouraging  discussions about  other
religious traditions and fostering respect for
diverse beliefs, educators can help students
develop a broader perspective on faith and
spirituality. Interfaith initiatives can also
address societal tensions and promote
understanding among different religious
groups, contributing to a more harmonious

society.

the
effectiveness of the current curriculum for

In conclusion, evaluation of the
Christian Religious Studies in Nigerian
tertiary

understanding its strengths and weaknesses.

institutions is  essential  for
While the curriculum has a solid foundation,
it faces significant challenges that hinder its
effectiveness. By addressing issues such as
inadequate resources, insufficient training for
educators, and a lack of alignment with
contemporary stakeholders

enhance the quality of CRS education in

1ssues, can
Nigeria. The prospects for improvement,
including curriculum review, professional
development, resource allocation,

community engagement, and interfaith

provide a
effectiveness

collaboration, roadmap for
the of CRS.
Ultimately, a robust CRS curriculum can play

enhancing

a crucial role in shaping the moral and ethical
framework of future leaders in Nigeria.

Challenges the Current

Curriculum

Facing

Inadequate Resources: One of the primary
challenges facing the CRS curriculum is the
lack of adequate resources. Many tertiary
in  Nigeria struggle with
insufficient funding, which affects the

institutions
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availability of teaching materials, textbooks,
and technological resources. As a result,
educators may find it challenging to deliver
the curriculum effectively. The lack of access
to up-to-date resources can hinder students'
and limit their

learning  experiences

engagement with the subject matter.

Insufficient Training for Educators: The
effectiveness of the CRS curriculum is also
contingent upon the quality of instruction.
Unfortunately, many educators teaching CRS
in Nigerian tertiary institutions lack the
necessary
development opportunities. This inadequacy

training and  professional
can lead to a superficial understanding of the
subject matter and a failure to engage
students meaningfully. Additionally, the
absence of ongoing training programs for
educators can result in outdated teaching
methodologies that do not align with

contemporary pedagogical practices.

Lack of Alignment with Contemporary
Issues: The CRS curriculum often struggles
to address contemporary societal issues that
are relevant to students' lives. While the
curriculum includes foundational theological
concepts, it may not adequately explore
pressing topics such as social justice,
environmental ethics, and interfaith dialogue.
This disconnect can lead to a perception
among students that CRS is irrelevant to their
daily experiences and societal challenges. To
enhance the effectiveness of the curriculum,
it is essential to incorporate discussions on
contemporary
students and encourage critical thinking.

issues that resonate with
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Diverse Student Backgrounds: Nigerian
tertiary institutions are characterized by a
diverse student population, with varying
religious beliefs and cultural backgrounds.
This diversity presents both opportunities and
challenges for the CRS curriculum. While it
allows for rich discussions and interfaith
dialogue, it can also create tensions if the
curriculum is perceived as biased or
exclusive. Educators must navigate these
complexities to create an inclusive learning
environment that respects students' diverse
perspectives while promoting Christian

values.

Outdated Curriculum Content: One of the
primary the CRS
curriculum is the prevalence of outdated
materials that do not reflect contemporary

challenges facing

realities. Many courses focus heavily on
doctrinal teachings while neglecting pressing
social issues such as poverty, human rights,
and ethical dilemmas that students encounter
today.

Inadequate Pedagogical Training: Educators
in CRS often lack sufficient training in
modern teaching methodologies. Many still
rely on traditional lecture-based approaches,
which may not effectively engage students or
foster critical thinking. This inadequacy
limits the potential for enriching the learning
environment and addressing diverse learning
styles.

Resource
institutions

Limitations:  Many
face  significant

tertiary
resource
constraints,
updated teaching materials, technology, and
facilities. These limitations hinder the

including limited access to
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effective implementation of a dynamic and
responsive curriculum, impacting the overall
learning experience.

There can be
revising the
curriculum due to entrenched beliefs and

Resistance to Change:

institutional resistance to
practices within religious education. This
resistance may stem from a reluctance to
embrace innovative teaching methods or
incorporate contemporary issues into the

curriculum.
Prospects for Improvement

Despite the challenges facing the CRS
curriculum, there are several prospects for
improvement  that
effectiveness in Nigerian tertiary institutions.

can enhance its

Curriculum Review and Development: A
comprehensive of the CRS
curriculum is essential to ensure its relevance
Engaging educators,
and religious leaders

review
and effectiveness.
in the
curriculum development process can lead to

students,

a more inclusive and dynamic framework.
This review should focus on integrating
contemporary promoting  critical
thinking, and fostering interfaith dialogue.

issues,

By aligning the curriculum with the needs
and interests of students, educators can create
a more engaging and meaningful learning
experience.

Professional Development for Educators:
Investing in the professional development of
CRS educators is crucial for enhancing the
quality of instruction. Institutions should
provide training programs that equip
educators  with modern pedagogical
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techniques, effective teaching strategies, and
updated theological
Collaborative workshops,

knowledge.
seminars, and
conferences can foster a community of
practice among educators, allowing them to
share best practices and address common

challenges.

Resource Allocation and Technological
To the of
resources, Nigerian tertiary

Integration: address issue
inadequate
institutions must prioritize the allocation of
funds for CRS education. This includes
investing in teaching materials, textbooks,
and technological resources that facilitate
interactive learning. Integrating technology
into the curriculum can enhance students'
engagement and provide access to a wealth of
information. Online platforms, multimedia
resources, and virtual learning environments
can enrich the learning experience and make

CRS more accessible to students.

Community Engagement and Service

Learning: Incorporating community
engagement and service learning into the
CRS curriculum can enhance its relevance
and impact. By encouraging students to
participate in community service projects,
them apply their

knowledge to real-world situations. This

educators can help
experiential learning approach fosters a sense
of social responsibility and reinforces the
ethical  principles taught in  CRS.
Additionally, engaging  with  local
communities can provide valuable insights
into the challenges faced by society, allowing
students to develop a more nuanced

understanding of their faith in action.
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Curriculum Reform: There is a significant
opportunity for curriculum reform to make
CRS more relevant to contemporary societal
issues. By integrating themes such as social
justice, environmental stewardship, and
global citizenship, the curriculum can better

prepare students for real-world challenges.

The
adoption of innovative teaching methods,

Innovative Teaching Approaches:

such as project-based learning, collaborative
learning, and the use of technology, presents

a prospect for enhancing student engagement.

These approaches can foster an interactive
learning environment that encourages critical
thinking of

and practical application

Christian teachings.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Engaging in
interdisciplinary collaboration with other
fields, such as ethics, sociology, and
environmental studies, can enrich the CRS
curriculum. This integration allows for a
holistic approach to education, equipping
students with diverse perspectives that
enhance their understanding of Christian
teachings in relation to broader societal
issues.

Professional Development for Educators:
There is a renewed focus on professional
development programs aimed at equipping
educators with effective teaching strategies
and resources. Investing in ongoing training
can empower educators to deliver a more
engaging and relevant CRS curriculum.

Community Engagement: Collaborating with

local communities and religious

organizations can provide valuable insights
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and resources for curriculum enhancement.
This engagement can help ensure that the
CRS curriculum remains relevant and
reflective of the values and needs of the
society it serves.

the CRS
curriculum in Nigerian tertiary institutions

In summary, while current
faces several challenges, including outdated
content and insufficient pedagogical training,
there are also substantial prospects for
improvement. By embracing curriculum
reform, innovative teaching methods, and
professional development, the educational
landscape for CRS can be transformed,
ultimately enhancing student learning
outcomes and fostering a deeper engagement

with contemporary issues.

Interfaith Collaboration: Promoting interfaith
collaboration within the CRS curriculum can
create a more inclusive learning environment.
By encouraging discussions about other
religious traditions and fostering respect for
diverse beliefs, educators can help students
develop a broader perspective on faith and
spirituality. Interfaith dialogue can also
address societal tensions and promote
understanding among different religious
groups, contributing to a more harmonious
society.

the evaluation of the

effectiveness of the current curriculum for

In conclusion,
Christian Religious Studies in Nigerian
tertiary  institutions is  essential  for
understanding its strengths and weaknesses.
While the curriculum has a solid foundation,
it faces significant challenges that hinder its
effectiveness. By addressing issues such as
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inadequate resources, insufficient training for
educators, and a lack of alignment with
contemporary stakeholders can
enhance the quality of CRS education in

1ssues,

Nigeria.

Furthermore, the prospects for improvement,
including curriculum review, professional
for educators,

development resource

allocation, community engagement, and
interfaith collaboration, provide a roadmap
for enhancing the effectiveness of CRS in
tertiary institutions. By embracing these
opportunities, Nigerian tertiary institutions
can ensure that Christian Religious Studies
remains relevant, impactful, and capable of
fostering moral and ethical development

among students.
Summary

The introduction evaluates the effectiveness
of the current curriculum for Christian
Religious Studies (CRS) in Nigerian tertiary
institutions, highlighting its significance in
promoting Christian ethics and values while
navigating Nigeria's diverse religious
landscape. Historically rooted in missionary
education, CRS has become a core subject in
the national curriculum since Nigeria's
independence, aimed at shaping the moral

and ethical framework of future leaders.

Despite its foundational role, the CRS

curriculum  faces several challenges,
including inadequate resources, insufficient
training for educators, and a lack of relevance
to contemporary societal issues such as social
interfaith These

can students'

justice and relations.

challenges undermine
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engagement and perception of the subject's
relevance in their daily lives. Additionally,
the of students’
backgrounds presents both opportunities for

diversity religious
enriching discussions and potential tensions
if the curriculum appears biased.

To improve the effectiveness of the CRS

curriculum, a thorough evaluation is
necessary. Key prospects for enhancement
include curriculum review and development,
ongoing professional for
educators, better

incorporating community engagement and

development
resource  allocation,
service learning, and promoting interfaith
dialogue. These steps can create a more
dynamic, inclusive, and relevant educational
experience, ultimately reinforcing the
importance of CRS in shaping the moral and
ethical framework of Nigerian students.

the
challenges and leveraging opportunities for

In summary, addressing existing
improvement can enhance the quality and
effectiveness of Christian Religious Studies

in Nigeria's tertiary institutions.
Suggestions

Curriculum Review and Inclusion of
Contemporary Issues by Integrating Current
Events: Revise the curriculum to include
contemporary societal issues such as
environmental ethics, social justice, gender
equality, and interfaith relations. This will
make the subject more relevant to students'
lives and encourage critical thinking.
Participatory  Curriculum  Development:
Involve educators, students, religious leaders,

and community members in the curriculum
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development process to ensure it reflects
diverse perspectives and addresses local
needs.

Professional Development for Educators -
Regular Training Programs: Implement
ongoing professional development programs
for CRS educators to update them on current
theological debates, pedagogical methods,
and digital teaching tools. Peer Mentoring:
Establish peer mentoring systems where
experienced educators can guide and support
teachers effective teaching

novice in

strategies.

Resource Allocation and Technological

Integration - Investment in Resources:
Increase funding for CRS programs to
provide adequate teaching materials,
textbooks, and technological resources. E-
Learning Platforms: Utilize online resources
and e-learning platforms to enhance learning
experiences, providing students access to a
wide range of multimedia and interactive

content.

Community Engagement and Service

Learning - Incorporate  Practical
Experiences: Integrate service learning
projects into the CRS curriculum,
encouraging students to engage In

community service. This can help them apply
classroom knowledge to real-world situations
and understand their responsibilities as active
with
Organizations: Develop partnerships with
local community organizations and churches

citizens. Partnerships Local

to create opportunities for students to
participate in meaningful outreach programs.
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Promote Interfaith Dialogue and Respect for
Diversity - Interfaith Courses and
Workshops: Offer courses and workshops
that encourage dialogue and understanding
between different religious traditions. This
can foster respect and collaboration among
students from diverse backgrounds. Inclusive
Classroom Environment: Create classroom
environments that respect and celebrate
diversity, encouraging students to share their
beliefs and engage in discussions that
promote mutual understanding.

Assessment and Feedback Mechanisms -
of
Implement

Regular  Evaluation Curriculum
continuous
the
effectiveness of the CRS curriculum and
teaching methods based on student

performance and feedback.

Effectiveness:

assessment procedures to evaluate

Student Surveys and Feedback: Conduct
regular surveys to gather feedback from
students about the curriculum, teaching
methods, and overall educational experience.

CRS:
Encourage Research Initiatives: Promote

Research and  Scholarship in
research initiatives among educators and
students to explore theological issues, ethical
dilemmas, and the role of CRS

contemporary society.

in

Academic Conferences: Organize academic

conferences and workshops to discuss
findings and share best practices in teaching
and learning within Christian Religious
Studies. By implementing these suggestions,
Nigerian tertiary institutions can enhance the

effectiveness of their Christian Religious
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Studies curriculum, ensuring it remains
relevant and engaging for students while
addressing contemporary societal challenges.
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